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    Photo by Mike Monteiro

 Armsted Christian, a native New Yorker, has been a professional musician since age 14. He attended Berklee College of Music in Boston in pursuit of an education in arranging and composition for both jazz and classical genres. During his four years at Berklee, he worked with different bands and eventually formed his own group, Peaceful Flight. 
In 2000, Armsted co-wrote "Tired Melody and Summer Day" for Will Downing's album "All The Man You Need." Mr. Downing later went on to receive a Grammy nomination. 
In 1997, Mr. Christian was honored with the songwriter of the year award from SESAC. In 1999, he released his debut recording on Siam Records, "The Wave Is Coming," featuring guest artists Michael Brecker, Steve Khan, Chieli Minucci, Bakithi Kumalo, Mark Egan, and others. With a rich voice and the words of a true poet, Mr. Christian sings from a perspective of peace and has an acute awareness of humanity. His music exudes passion, optimism, reflection, and soul. 
In the fall of 1999, Mr. Christian joined his alma mater as an associate professor. 
Through the years  Mr. Christian has performed in some of the world's most prestigious venues including Carnegie Hall, Radio City Music Hall, Madison Square Garden and Lincoln Center, at the Newport Jazz Festival and in Boston's Symphony Hall, at the Montreux Jazz Festival in Switzerland, and Royal Albert Hall in London. He has worked with such world-renowned artists as Roberta Flack, Diana Ross, k.d. lang, Patti Austin, Jeffrey Osborne, Eric Marienthal and Boney James. 
After earning his bachelor's degree in composition, Mr. Christian began to gain notice in the Boston area as a songwriter, and won a local radio contest. Performing in the Budweiser Songwriter's Showdown, he caught the ear and attention of saxophonist, Najee, who hired him to go on a world tour as a lead and background vocalist, percussionist, and keyboardist. They eventually recorded together and co-wrote two songs: "Deep Inside Your Love" and "Joy." 

In 2001, Mr. Christian co- wrote the theme song, "You Are Not Alone," featured in the independent film "House On Fire," which aired on PBS. In the same year, the composer/arranger co-wrote "Almost Like Being In Love" and "Home" with Mr. Downing and Rex Rideout. The album, "Sensual Journey," which was released on Verve Records in May, has landed a No. 2 rating in Billboard Magazine, in the AC/R&B category. 


This story appeared on Page E3 of The Standard-Times on October 6, 2002. 
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